BILDESTON PARISH COUNCIL
Draft Minutes of the meeting held in Chamberlin Hall

 on Monday, 10th June, 2013 at 7.30 pm

           In attendance:

Councillors:

A Guttridge (Chairman)


P Cousins


D Dempsey


D Drury


R Lester




R Lindsay


R Taylor

Also Present:
Councillor Mrs J Antill (Suffolk County Council)


Councillor D Keane (Babergh District Council)


D Blackburn (Clerk)


Councillor Guttridge opened the meeting and welcomed everyone present.

C25/13/14
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs J Cartwright and N Tye.
C26/13/14
DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS
Councillor Guttridge declared a non-pecuniary interest by reason of being an employee of the County Council. Councillor Taylor declared a non-pecuniary interest by reason of being a member of the Management Committees of the Kings Pightle Pocket Park and the Sportsfield respectively.

C27/13/14
DISPENSATIONS IN RESPECT OF PECUNIARY INTERESTS


There were none.

C28/13/14
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING


It was AGREED: That the minutes of the meeting held on 13th May, 2013 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 
C29/13/14
SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL

Councillor Mrs J Antill reported on the formal launch of the “Better Broadband” project across the County which would be completed by 2015. A report had been published by the Royal Society of Arts which contained a number of recommendations to improve educational attainment in the County. The report “No School an Island” was available on the County Council’s website. Support had been pledged by the County Council to re-instate St Edmund as the patron saint of England. The campaign could be supported via www.edmundforengland.co.uk;  A local resident had raised concerns about the new bus timetable for Bildeston but following investigation, it had been established that there had been no change in local bus services only the layout of the timetable had been altered. A flowchart was circulated identifying a protocol that had been prepared by County Highways Officers for handling complaints about speeding. The first port of call for people wishing to raise issues would be through Safer Neighbourhoods Team meetings. It was identified that a meeting had been arranged between County Highways Officers, representatives of the Parish Council and Councillor Antill to discuss traffic calming measures in the village on Wednesday, 26th June, 2013 at 4.00pm.
C30/13/14
DISTRICT COUNCIL
Councillor Keane provided an overview of the current priorities of the District Council including progress being made to integrate the services of Mid Suffolk and Babergh District Councils.

C31/13/14   SKATE PARK PROJECT
The Clerk reported that an order had been placed with 1skateparks for the provision of a concrete skate park. Following the allocation of £5,000 by the Parish Council to support the project at the previous meeting, the structure had been extended to provide a flat area of 3 metres by 18 metres to encourage beginners and those of lesser ability to use the facility.  The safety of the design had received careful consideration and the Skate Park would be subject to a RosPA safety inspection before being opened. It was felt that access to the site would be challenging but the supplier had confirmed that they would take responsibility for all the associated risks. Literature was being sought from the supplier about the build process including timescale for the works so that they could be shared with the owners of neighbouring properties.

The Chairman identified that a family orientated launch event would be held once the completion date had been confirmed. Those that had provided sponsorship for the project would be invited to attend as guests.
It was AGREED: 

a. That the actions taken since the previous meeting be endorsed; 
b. That the proposed design be confirmed by the Council; and

c. That a statement be prepared in conjunction with the Skate Park Group for inclusion in “The Bugle” announcing that work on the project is due to commence.

C32/13/14
KINGS PIGHTLE PARK AND SPORTSFIELD UPDATES

Councillor Taylor reported that an open day event would be held at the park on Sunday, 23rd June, 2013 from 11am until 1pm with representatives of the Suffolk Wildlife Trust in attendance, a nature trail and picnic planned. This would be followed by an event at the Sportsfield where Councillor Drury reported that there were plans to hold a duck race, penalty shoot-out, rounders and a picnic with tea and coffee available. A private party had been held in the pavilion on the previous Saturday evening which was welcome in terms of use of the building and income. Regrettably, since the successful public meeting when a new Sportsfield Committee had been appointed, a number of people had stood down because of their personal commitments. 

A paper was submitted which contained options and costs for repairing the gate to the Kings Pightle Park which could be funded from the John Artiss Fund.
EFMS Ltd had contacted the Clerk over the cutting of footpaths at the park and the Clerk would liaise with Councillor Lester over this matter. 

It was AGREED: That £190 be committed to repairing the gate by the Parish Council in accordance with Option 2 of the paper to be funded initially from the General Fund.
C33/13/14    COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH

Councillor Drury informed the Parish Council that there had been no further Speedwatch operations conducted since March. Councillor Lindsay reported that he was currently storing the equipment and Councillor Taylor indicated that he held the signs. A coordinator and further volunteers were required now that Councillor Tye had moved out of the village. The mobile Vehicle Activation System (VAS) that had been used in the village recently had been redeployed elsewhere by the County Council.


It was AGREED: That a further article be placed in “The Bugle” seeking volunteers to join “Community Speedwatch”.

(Councillor Lester joined the meeting)

C34/13/14   CLERK’S REPORT AND MATTERS CONSIDERED AT A PREVIOUS MEETING

The Clerk reported that the Internal Auditor had signed off the Annual Accounts for 2012/13 and HMRC had refunded VAT in accordance with the Council’s VAT claim. The provision of a bin at the Coronation Playing Field was raised and the Clerk undertook to pursue this.
C35/13/14  
BUDGET PROPOSAL

The Clerk submitted proposals with regard to the management of the Council’s reserves and the investment of Council funds. The grants reserve required replenishment following the award of grants in 2012/13 and the annual grants round which had been conducted at the previous meeting. The Clerk identified some of the investment products that were currently available to achieve a better rate of return on funds held by the Council. It was noted that funds should be invested with a well-known financial institution to seek to minimise the level of risk.

It was AGREED: 
a. That £2,000 be transferred from the General Fund to the Grants Reserve and the Council’s reserves be reviewed further at the next meeting on presentation of the quarterly financial report; 
b. That the Clerk be authorised to invest £20,000 on behalf of the Parish Council in a short term investment product and further investments be considered during the course of the year; and
c. That the transfer of £25 each month from the Barclays Community Account to the Saver Account be discontinued in view of the low level of interest offered by the Saver Account.
C19/13/14
AUTHORISATION OF PAYMENTS

It was AGREED: That the following payments be authorised:

	Payee


	Description
	Amount

	Suffolk Association of Local Councils
	Internal Audit
	£176.40

	Chamberlin Hall Management Committee
	Hall Hire
	£450.00

	Community Action Suffolk
	Hall Hire
	£30.00

	David Blackburn
	Clerk and RFO’s Pay
	£226.40

	David Blackburn
	Clerk’s Expenses
	£14.97

	Friends of Bildeston Surgery
	Grant
	£100.00

	East of England Ambulance Service
	Grant
	£100.00

	Helping Hands
	Grant
	£100.00

	Mr T Scarfe
	Clock Winding
	£180.25



(Note: The £500 awarded in grant to the Sportsfield Management Committee would be paid at   the appropriate juncture).
C20/13/14    PLANNING MATTERS


Planning Appendix A: Planning Applications Consultation
	Application Number:
	B/13/00407

	Location:
	6 High Street, Bildeston, IPSWICH IP7 7EY

	Proposal:
	Construction of vehicular access including erection of retaining walls (existing wall to be part demolished).

	Decision:
	No Objection


	Application Number:
	B/13/00563

	Location:
	Taylor Made Joinery Interiors Ltd, Manor Wood, Ipswich Road, Bildeston, IPSWICH, IP7 7BH

	Proposal:
	Erection of training room building and prime shop building.

	Decision:
	No Objection




Planning Appendix B: Determined by Babergh District Council



There had been none since the previous meeting.
C21/13/14    MATTERS TO BE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE COUNCIL


Councillor Taylor submitted a proposal to review the Council’s maintenance arrangements for open spaces and hedges in the village with a view to managing them more effectively and achieving better value for money with respect to the funds available. This could involve the coordination of operations with the Management Committees of the Chamberlin Hall, Sportsfield and Kings Pightle in addition to the spaces owned by the Parish Council. Members of the Parish Council discussed the possibility of capital investment in the purchase of cutting equipment and the recruitment of a local “odd job” person to undertake various works if, this was proved to be more cost effective than out-sourcing of works to a specialist contractor. Ways of reducing the costs associated with street lighting were also considered including the use of dimming and installation of LED lights. The consensus was that further investigations should be conducted into maintenance and street lighting arrangements.


Councillor Cousins raised a problem regarding the presence of soil on the pavement at the bottom of Wattisham Road towards the junction with High Street. The Clerk would report this to County Highways.


The Chairman, Councillor Guttridge, gave notice that the Chamberlin Hall Management would be seeking to draw down funds held by the Council to enable repairs to be made to part of the car park which had collapsed.

C22/13/14    PUBLIC SESSION


There were no matters raised.

C23/13/14
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

It was AGREED: That by virtue of the provision of section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, the public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

C24/13/14
LOCAL PARISHIONER’S ESTATE


An update was provided on the valuation of the deceased’s property and the offers that had been received following the marketing of the property. The Council approved the amount that must be offered if the property was to be sold.

The meeting closed at 9.25pm

Chairman ………………………………………………

Date……………………………………………….
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